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ACTS XX. 


BUT NONE OF THESE THINGS MOVE ME, NEITHER COUN+# T7 MY | 
LIFE DEAR UNTO MYSELF, SO THAT I MIGHT FINISH MY fAwnsE | 
WITH JOY, AND THE MINISTRY WHICH I HAVE RECEHN: FD OF | 
THE LORD JESUS, TO TESTIFY THE GOSPEL OF THE GRj>;E OF 
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ST. Paul's address to the elders of Ephesut may | 
justly be considered as one of the finest specimens of the " ender | 
and pathetic to be met with in the holy Scriptures. N | 

The sacred orator commenced by summoning the atiention | 
of his hearers to a brief, but very interesting review uf his 
preaching and conduct, during the whole time he had beet with 
them, a space of about three years. He next reminded: them 
of the temptations and trials he had experienced from 41 rious | 
quarters, and then forewarned them of the dangers to' hich 
they would be exposed after his departure, particularly frot1 the : 
corrupt artifices of false teachers; and finally told them, iTat all 
they, among whom he had been preaching, chould see his face tre more. 

Their pious passions were no longer to be restrained 5; they 
burst into a flood of tears, fell upon his neck and embraces him, | 
Sorrowing most of all, that they should see his face no mtyz2e. | 

This tender, but artless address has seldom been rea by a 
sincere believer, without producing feelings of a similar cat. 

The devign of the Apostle, however, was not to give y4\ mere | 
temporary 1mpulse to the passions, but, by a recital of facts, to. 
Impress truth upon the heart and conscience, to imbod;; | 
faithful instructions and pi10us example which he had exkipited | 
among them, that they might profit by them after his depiſture. | 
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There are also some very important sentiments, both doctrin- 
al and practical, interspersed in this address, which may be of 
equal use to us, as to them to whom they were first delivered. 

In the pas:age selected for our present improvement, the 
Apostle has exhibited, in the most clear and emphatic language, 
his own views and feelings in relation to the Gospel ministry. 
Far from contemplating the ministerial course as a path strewed 
only with flowers and every where presenting beds of roses to re- 
pose upon, he faithfully suggests the trials and difficulties con- 
necred with the sacred office, and, like a good soldier of the 
cross, resolves manfully to meet them. 'The prospect of finishing 
Þis course with joy, inspired him with a holy fortitude which nei- 
ther danger nor sufferings could overcome or appal. 

The $ervant of Christ who engages in the work of the minis- 
try must expect to have many temptations and trials of a sinutlar 
nature to encounter, and consequently will need the same en- 
; couragements and supports to enable him to say, # But none of 
# these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, 
$0 that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry 
which I have received of the Lord Jezus, to testify the Gospel of 
the grace of God,” 

That the words may be made profitable to us on the present 
OCCas10N, it 1s proposed to show, 

I. 'That an important part of the Christian ministry consists 
in testifying the Gospel of the grace of God. 

II, 'That every approved teacher receives his mitistry of the 
Lokrp Jesus. 

INI, That thongh there are many difficulties and trials at-+ 
tending the Christian ministry, the prospect of terminating his 
course with joy will animate the $eryant of Christ to meet then 
all with cheerfnlness. | 

If the work of the ministry consists principally in testifying 
- or preaching the Gospel, it must be of the highest importance 
to understand it correctly z and $ince preachers do not agree in 
their testimony, it may be proper to how how we understand it 
as expressed in the text. As a general definition, we should say, 
the Gospel means « good news” or « glad tidings,” respecting 
the zedemption of mankind by Jesus Christ, It may be under- 
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Stood to comprise the whole economy of grace in the cg1vplete 
and everlasting $alvation of all the elect. 4 | 
In the text it is called the Gospel of the grace of Ged. There is. 
a peculiar beauty and fitness in the manner of expressiox;! here 
made use of; for it is all of grace from the foundation 19 the 
topstone. For « God 5 loved the world, that he gave bf}: only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him $hould no4: per- 
1sh, but have everlasting life.” The Christian ministry 4's In- 
stituted for the express purpose of making known this grize to 
the children of men. This was an object worthy of 3. ht 
In the text the Apostle appears particularly $olicirous'o be | 
found faithful in testifying this Gospel of grace. But thexreat 
question is, what is implied in this important duty ? Ir word be 
impossible, in a Single sermon, to define al! the doctrines af} eX= 
plain all the duties which relate to the Gospel. We can, jjers 
fore, only state some of the most important. 7 
To testify the Gospel of the grace of God implies a fa bful 
and scriptural exhibition of the character, the works, ag the 
sufFerings of the Lord Jesus Chri:t. "4 
1. 'The character of Jesus. In what light do the : ff rip- 
tures present the holy Jesus to us? Do they not comftant- 
ly describe hith as the ANOINTED OF Gop, or as the proztsed 
MEss1an foretold by Jewish prophets ' Do they not ascrije to. 
him eternal existence, and declare that his goings forth havg. been 
from everlasting 7* Do they not also ascribe to him the $tUperz/ous 
work of creation, and assert that all things were made by 23m, 
both in heayen and in earth ? and that he upholdeth all thing + 
From the same blessed volume do we not also learn, that i Ips the 
fulness of time, this divine person, who had enjoyed a glory;xich 
the Father before the world was, made his appearance.on efrrh 
in the person of Jesus, the son of Mary ; that this was the da'fil- 
ment of the prophecy of Exsaias, that a virgin showld coneerus and 
bear a Son, and they should call his name IMMANUEL (God with us), 2 1 
This illustrious person assumed the title of the SoN oF Gop.”: 'In 
proof of this claim, the scriptures declare that he exhibited]; he 
attributes of Deity z that fevers, and demons,. and winds, ;tnd 
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waves obeyed his voice ! that his sovereign mandate- unbarred 
the gates of death, and released the lawful captives ! 
| The thoughts of the heart, which are $studiously concealed 
from every eye but Omnizcience, were distinctly known to Jesus, 
He needed not that any should testify of man, for he knew what 
was in man. He gave proof of this, by exposing the cavillings 
of the envious Pharisees, as well as in reproving the ambition of 
his own disciples. « He knew from the beginning who should be- 
tray him,” and marked the traitor, before his conduct had given 
the leact suspicion to the other disciples.* | And, whether we 
realize it or not, © All the churches shall hereafter know, that 
it is he who vearches the reins and the heart, and that he will give 
to every one according to his works.+ 

It is with difficulty that the mind 1s brought to assent to the 
ubiquiry or omnipresence of God ; and we positively know that 
this is not an attribute posse-sed by either men or angels. But 
Jesus $aid to his disciples, « Where two or three are gathered to- 
gether in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” ft To the 
twelve apoxtles, to the ceventy disciples, and to all his mini-ters 
to whom he commits a dispensation of the Gospel, though dis- 
persed in every quarter of the globe, he saith, «Lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” 

This, my brethren, is a brief sketch of the character of the 
« Lord Jesus,” and which we must faithfully testify, if we would 
finish our courre with joy. 

2, 'The works of Jesus, also, form another branch of our tes- 
timony. © And ye- also (said he to his di ciples) shall bear 
witnes:, because ye have been with me from the beginning.” 
The works of Je:us may be briefly comprehended in his preach- 
ing, his conversation, and his miracles. 

We have +everal fine specimens given us of his publick preach- 
ing. When I read theve, I cease to wonder that Nicodemus ex- 
claimed, « Never man <$pake like this man.” 

Had you mingled with the crowd that thronged the s8ynagogue 
at Nazareth, you would have heard him addres-ing his admiring 
audience in an expoxition founded on a pazsage in the 61st of 
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Isaiah, Here you would have beheld the eyes of all thay/fyere 
in the synagogue fastened on him. Not one sleepy, not Oh? n- 
different hearer! All were attentive! all heard, and alk1/elt! 
« Grace was poured into his lips z” « and they all bare him's AVit- 
ness, and wondered at the graciows words that proceeded out” of 24s 
meuth.” What profound silence, while he proclaimed «tf, ac 
ceptable year of the Lord!” With what heavenly implicit} he 
applied his mutgery! | « This day (said he) is this scripture fulyled 
in your ears.” TI admire to hear truth applied home to the you 
Science. 
How highly favoured were those who heard Christ's < non 
on the mount. Here his doctrine dropped as the rain, any | his 
Speech di-tilled as the dew upon the tender herb.| «In «ty fins 
as Soft as angels use,” he poured bles-ings on the ©* poor un q)ir- 
it,” on such as © mourn” for sin, on ſp « meek,” on those ys 
* hunger and thirst aſter righteou+:nes3,” on the « mercifal,* 4; 

the « pure in heart,” on the « peace-makers,” and on those ho 
are «persecuted for righteousness' sake.” « When Jesus:, 
ended these $ayings, the people were astoni:hed at|his doctfige; 
for he taught as one having authority, and not as the scrilts.,” 
In all the publick discourses delivered by our Saviour; whezher 
in the synagogue or on the mountain, in the temple or-out of Ye- 
ter's ship, we behold the same glorious object held up to ws 
to wit, the glory of God in the salvation of sinners, "6 

The conversation which our divine Redeemer held, from tine 
to time, with his disciples, with the Pharisees, with Mary Had 
Martha, with Simon, with the woman of Samaria, as well as «th 
many others, exhibits an nterenting part of the history of: is 
lifez and furnishes matter'in rich abundance for the faith 
teacher to explain and apply to his hearers. | | | 
What an admirable example is here given us of improviſ)g 

time z of profiting by social opportunities, and of making evatry 
9cca-10n minister to edification! Do you wonder, then, tHe 
John crow ding forward, eager to hang upon his sacred bogor; 
Or to ee Mary sitting, as if chained to his feet, while Jexus bi 
conversing ? Are you $urprised to hear the disciples, who withk- 
ed with him to Emmaus, saying one to the other, « Did not 4ar 
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heart burn within us, <vhile he talked with us by the way, and open» 
ed to us the scriptures ?” | 

I have no doubt but there are numbers here who can realize 
the feelings of these ancient disciples. Ah ! these are precious 
Seasons | I could wish that we might enjoy them more frequently. 

But the miracles of Jesus may, in some respects, be consider- 
ed as the most interesting part of his works ; particularly, as these 
were designed to establish his divine mission, and to unfold his 
real character. 

A miracle is a wonderful effect produced contrary to the es- 
tablished laws of nature z for, whatever can be produced by any 
regular process conformably to the laws of nature, however won- 
derful to us, cannot be considered as a miracle. 

That Jesus did many miracles, seems to have been con- 
ceded both by his friends and by his foes. Many of them were 
often repeated, and were of such a nature as to admit of no art 
or collusion. Such, for instance, was that recorded in the 9th 
% of John, of his opening the eyes of a man that was born blind. 
This was a fact $o simple in its nature, that common understand- 
ing was fully competent to judge of it. The Pharisees who ex- 
amined the man, and also his parents were obliged to acknowl- 
edge the fact, though they would not allow Jesus the credit of 
effecting it. 

The raising of Lazarus was a $ubject of equal notoriety. The 
fact does not appear to have been disputed by any. Lazarus 
had been entombed four days when Jesus came to Bethany, 
The vital functions of life had been $so long extinct, that Martha, 
highly as she venerated the character of Jesus, seemed unwilling 
that he should attempt to resuscitate a body which, by this time, 
was presumed to be in a state of putrefaction. This, however, 
was deemed by the Saviour a fit object on which to display his 
godlike power. Had Lazarus but lately deceased, it might 
have been said that he was not really dead: but, having lain in 
the grave four days, no suspicion of this nature could be raised. 
While all were standing silent around the grave, Jesus said, Take 
ye away the stone! My $oul, how solemn the scene ! Behold ! ey- 
ery eye fixed on Him, who has the « keys of hell and of death !” 
All waiting in awful suspense,to see whether his power extend- 
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ed over those gloomy regions ! At length, Jesus cried with aka 
voice, « Lazarus, come forth ! and he that was dead came forch, | 
bound hand and foot with grave clothes, and his face was bend 
about with a napkin ; and Jevus $aid, Loose him and let him . j 

This miracle gave such unanswerable proof of the divinity”. of 
Jesus, that many of the Jews believed on him. So greatly were 
the chief priests and pharisees alarmed, that they gathered a 60/z1d 
cil, and said, « What do woe ? for this man doeth many miracles? j 

I have adduced these two instances, not because I think im 
any more.real or extraordinary than allthe other miracles wroy+ht 
by Christ ; but because they are of a character not to be diy: = 
ted. «In $hort,” (to borrow the language of another,) &Ze 
whole of our Saviour's miracles were $0 transcendent in thijr 
nature, so benevolent in their tendency, $o divine in the manicr, 
by a touch or a word, $0 full in their evidence, before thousazils 


of friends and foes, and $0 corresponding to the ancient progia- 


ecies concerning the Messiah; and $o directed to | confirm the 
most exalted and benevolent system of doctrines and laws Xa 
the history thereof $0 plain and simple, and exposed to the 11- 
al of his worst enemies, that nothing but want of capacity” o 
examine and perceive them, or hearty hatred of him/and his Watts 
can hinder us to beheve them and the gospel confirmed thereby; # 
To these works Jesus constantly appealed, in proof of his IM 
ing the Son mn God. «The works,” said _y <« that I do, beyr 
witness of me.” «I and my Father are one. wa 
We have thus briefly offered a tew thoughts upon the chad 
acter and works of Jesus. Let us for a moment turn our attentt{ih 
in the third place to his swferings. Iv 
Although the Jews pretended that they had heard out df the 
law that Christ should abide forever, it 15 certain that their propt.- 
ets had foretold his sufferings : that « Messiah should be cut's#, 
but not for himself ;”* that in consequence of his having und4i- 
taken the work of redemption, «it pleased the Lord to brifivs 
him and to put him to grief, when he made his 'soul an 5j- 
fering for $n.”+ « This commandment (aid Jexus) I cn 
of my Father, that I should lay down my life for my sheep I 
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This event he early announced to his disciples, and that too 
when his fame $seemed rapidly increasing. As $s0on as their 
faith became confirmed in him as the true Messiah, « From that 
time forth Jesus began to shew unto his disciples how that he 
must go up to Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders 
and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again 
the third day.” Accordingly, when the time was come, he gave 
himself up into the hands of his enemies. His being delivered 
by the determinate counscel and foreknowledge of God did not in the 
least excuse his cruel murderers, who with wicked hands crucified 
and Slew him. 

Although he $uffered a most cruel and ignominious death, he 
\stood chargeable with no legal crime. On the contrary, every 
thing bore witness to his innocency. Judas, who had been ad- 
mitted to the greatest intimacy with him as one of his little fam- 
ily, confessed with dying lips that he had betrayed innocent blogd. 
Pilate, before whom he was arraigned, after hearing all the evi- 
dence which his most implacable enemies could bring against 
him, exonerated him from every degree 'of criminality, and ac» 
knowledged, in open court, that he found no fault in him. In 
Short, heaven and earth, things animate and inanimate, the liv 
ing and the dead, all bore testrmony to his innocency. 

But as the Surety for sinners, it behoved him to suffer and to 
die. In the divine decree he was considered as a & Lamb 5$lain 
from the foundation of the world.” 

The disciples, who were eye-witnesses of the sufferings and 
death of Jesus, were far from eonsidering them as casual, but 
bore their united testimony, that « these things were done, that 
the scriptures might be fulfilled.” 

The death of Christ, considered as an atonement for sin, is of 
the highest importance: to mankind ; but, in any other point of 
light, it sinks into insignificancy. If he gave up his life merely 
as a witness to the truth, he did no more than thousands of oth- 
ers have done. But when we consider him as suffering, the just 
for the unjust, that he might bring us to God ; and that he © gave 
his life a ransom for many,” * it adds an infinite dignity to his 
sufferings, ' 
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The apostles and primitive preachers uniformly exhibited tte 
atonement of Christ as the only foundation of hope for guilty 
Sinners. Although Paul knew that the preaching of the crujs 
was considered as foolishness by the learned Greeks, yet he did 
not hesitate to tell the Corinthians, that he was © determitizd 
not to know any thing among them, save Jesus Christ and him 
crucified.” As these philosophical unbelievers pronounced {ze 
preaching of the cross foclichness, it is highly probable they Ke 
cused the apostle of collffflemning their religious sentiments ojly 
because they « happened to be rational.” But this great apoytle 
knew in whom he had believed, and was not to be jeered out” of 
the truth, [> 

Paul's sentiments in this particular were not singular, but ,'\ 
perfect harmony with the other apostles. Peter, in addressing tlie 
«strangers scattered abroad,” reminded them that they were nigt 
redeemed with gold and silver, but with the «precious blog} 
of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without Spots” 
« Who mimerll, ” $aith he, « bare our sins in his own body. £2 
the tree,” " 

The sufferings of Christ, and his resurrection from the deit?, 
were leading topics in apostolick preaching. They ploried only 
in the cross of Christ, This was the preaching which God them 
owned, and which he has ever owned for the conversion of majt= 
rind, $ 

What kind of preaching, my brethren, was it, that on the dig 
of Pentecost carried conviction to the consciences of three they» 
sand ? Was it by comparing the son of Sophronicus with tl; 
Son of Mary ? By a minute investigation of the points of agri+- 
ment between pagan mythology and mutilated Christianity'? 
Or was it by solemnly alleging the fact of the crucifixion ? te 
apostle shall answer for himself. « Therefore, let all the Koike 
of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that | same Feitjt, 
whom ye have crucified, both LoxD any CurisT,” |When they 
heard this, they were pricked in the heart, &c. a £b 

What was it that produced $uch an astonishing change in le 
people of Samaria? Did the evangelist deliver them a learrz}# 
and ingenious dissertation upon © the dignity of human naturyj” 
and upon the «loveliness of moral virtue ?” The $acred historiza 
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Shall answer, Then Philip went down to Samaria, and preached 
CHRIST unto them and there was great joy in that city.” 

How did this same preacher expound that passage in the 
prophecy of Isaiah, proposed by the Ethiopian eunuch ? « He 
was led as a $heep to the slaughter : and like a lamb dumb 
before his shearer, 50 opened he not his mouth.” « He began 
at that same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus.” One who 
did not believe in the vicarious ___ of Messiah, would 
never have found Jesus in this passage. ,, 

On the footing of the atonement, the! Gospel may be consid- 
ered as a proclamation of pardon to penitent sinners. Hence, 


m preaching the Gogpel of the grace of Ged, it appears to be ra» - 


tional and scriptural to call on sinners to repent, and believe in 
Christ. This is in perfect accordance with the language of the 
apostle in the context. 4 I have taught you,” saith he, « pub- 
lickly, and from house to house ; testifying both to the Jews, and 
also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 

In testifying this Gospel, the faithful preacher will be partic. 
ularly Solicitous to give the «trumpet a certain sound.” He 
wall carefully divide the word aright, and give to each his por- 
tion in due season, He will not address his congregation as 
though they were all caints, when he has every reason to believe 
that a large proportion of them are living in sin, having 19 Pope's 
and without God in the world, 

Knowing the terrours of the Lord, he will use every argument 
in his power to perivade men to flee from the wrath to come, and 
lay hold on the hope sct before them in the Gospel. He does 
not, however, employ these means expecting that of themselyes 
they will be effectual ; but he knows that God has not unfre- 
quently blessed such arguments, and such entreaties to the awas» 
kening and conversion of sinners. He feels a consciousness that 
he could not, in reviewing his ministry, say, «I am pure from 
the blood of all men,” unless he had faithfuily warned his hear- 
ers of their danger, and entreated or prayed them in Chriit's 
Stead, 1o be reconciled te Gd. 

Lhe faithful minister of Christ, in testifying the Gospel of the 
grace ot God, will always take heed to his doctrine, that it be ac+ 
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cording to godliness. While, on the one hand, he endeatfuurs 
to exhibit the riches and glory of divine grace, as displayexi/ i in 
the Gospel ; on the other, he will guard the doctrine agg{nst 
licentiousness, by showing its holy nature and tendency. He 
will make it manifest, that it cannot exist in a heart devized 
to the love and practice of sin. Although he will delight to 
descant upon the infinite love and compassion of the Savit:ar, 
yet he will be careful to warn his hearers against self-degp- 
tion. He will endeavour to convince them from |the workf: of 
truth that it is impossIble for an unholy heart to | enjoy Gel ; 
that s0 long as they cherish the love of in, $0 long their he 
of salvation are all delusive. 

Nor will the man of God hun to declare the awfal c 
quences which await the finally impenitent. He will not vie 
tate to denounce the awful threatening, that he that believetiyont 
thall be damned. 1's. 

The $ervyant of Christ, while anxiously engaged to win inls 
to his divine Master, will also be suitably concerned to buil{5 up 
believers in their most holy faith. He will be assiduous in%his 
labours for « perfecting the $aints in love.” He will delight to 
lead them to living fountains of water, and to break to > them 
the bread of lite. = 

He who thus preaches, ond who lives res may hophto 
« finish his course with joy.” 

We pass to show, n 

II, That every approved teacher receives his minijtry fot 


Lord Jerus. ; 
We $hall endeayour to treat this part of the subject wit koall 


posible brevity, 
That every man 1s not authorized to preach, seems to be gin- 
erally agreed. Yet after ail it will be seen, that there is a great 
diversity of sentiment among Christians respecting the requis? es 
for this sacred office. 
With some, nothing more is thought necessary than tale 
and learning, if accompanied by a fatr moral character. om 
may not all these exist, and the heart be $till at enmity with 
God ? Can it be supposed that such ministers, though they way 
become able theorists and be highly esteemed for their learns *6- 
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will ever be of any spiritual or saving advantage to the souls of 
their hearers ? Common sense will determine this point. 

There are others, who suppose, in addition to the above, that 
grace 15 an indispensable prerequisite to qualify a man to preach. 
This opinion is undoubtedly correct. But should a person pos- 
Sessing all these qualifications ask, « What lack I yet ?” I should 
answer, the evidence of being called to the work by the great Head 
of the church. 

Minsters are called « ambassadours.” But would any sup- 
pose that, because a person should possess all the qualifications 
requisite for an ambassadour at a foreign court, that therefore 
he was authorized to go on an embassy without being specially ap- 
pointed ? Most assuredly they would not. Nor does merely pos- 
sessIng the qualifications requisite for the ministerial office, autho« 
rize any man to engage in the work : For how hall they preach, 
except they be sent ? Should it be replied, that this refers to the ap- 
probation of some particular body of men, who are vested with 
authority to license and send others into the ministry ; we would 
ask, whether Paul referred to this kind of appraobation, when he 
said, «I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, 
for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the minitry.”” 
But it may be urged, that Paul was an apostle, extraordinarity 
called and qualified ; therefore nothing can be argued from his 
call in relation to ordinary ministers. 'The force of this objection 
will appear in what Paul has written to the Ephesians. In de- 
scribing the exaltation of Christ, he saith, «© When he ascended 
up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. 
And he gave some apostles, and some prophets, and some evan» 
gelists, and some pastors and teachers ; for the perfecting of the 


' Saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body 


of Christ.” But what are we to understand by theyge gifts thus 
bestowed on the church ? Are they natural gifts? or are they 
Spiritual * What kind of natural gifts would prepare a person 
for the office of an apostle or a prophet ? Would any, however 
great / Surely not. It must be $piritual pifts specially bestowed 
to qualify them for these stations in the church of God. Does 
it not also appear from the apostle's statement, that spiritual gifts 
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are as really |bestowed by the ascended Saviour to quiify@ucn 
to be parters and teachers, as to be apostles and prophets ? Fes 
We are not insensible of the peculiar delicacy of this pitt 
our $ubject ; that the sentiment is doubted by some, and dxnii 
by others: but we nevertheless think it of vast importanſi2 to 
the minister himself, and to. the church, over which (if calle) to 
the work) « the Holy Ghost makes him the overseer,” It ifthe 
only ground on which he can hope for success in discharying 
the duties of his office. | =! 
But how is it to be known that a minister is thus called of od 
to the work ? Must he be able to work miracles or speak rigth 
tongues in order to prove his call? I should suppose not z { ;:tor 
an apostle has assured us, « that all are not workers of miraclergyyor 
do all 5peak with tongues.”* But we should rather ay, that} when 
Christ calls any to this work, he « commits a dispensation of he 
Gospel to their trust,” and furnishes them with $such a degrey of 
Spiritual kn;avledge and understanding in the scriptures, as shall { { a 
ble them to speak to the edification and comfort of! his chul#h. 
Agreeably to that gracious promise, « Lo, I am with you ale; OY 
even unto the end of the world,” it is believed that Christ grizats 
his special presence from time to time, and gives such mandfp t 
tokens of his approbation, in accompanying the word with B4Wv- 
er to the hearts and consciences of the hearers, as'to convit; ce 


them, that he who ministers the word of life to them, iS a}fift” 


bestowed by the great Head of the church. Fl 
Where a dispensation of the Gospel is committed to 2 pertzn, 
it 1s reasonable to Suppose, that it will be accompanied with Sith 
a powerful persuasion of the mind as to the duty and impiir- 
tance of the work, as to bear down all opposition; and cuch, As 
to lead the person,, not from. motives of wealth, of| ease, of of 
honour, but from a conscientious regard to the glory of God 42d 
the good of immortal souls, to give himself unrezervedly to: The 


work. | as 
It is to be observed, however, (and it may be urged as an Y 
jection to what has been $aid,) that many well-meaning persths 


have been much impressed with a $upposed call to/preach the 


F | Cor, xu, 29, 20. _- 
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Cospel; but who, in the judgment of their brethren, did not 
possess the requiite qualifications. The question here is, Who 
is to be judge in this case ? The matter is/plain ; «let one speak 
and let the others judge.”* The church to which he belongs is 
the proper tribunal to decide in this case, It is not pretended 
that they are infallible, but in most cases they will judge right. 

We have aid that it is of vast importance to the minister 
himself to be $atisfied of his call from God to this important work. 
This will appear more fully under our next head ; but it may be 
proper here just to mention, that it fixes the standard of respon- 
Sibility much higher than it is possible to raise it by any other 
motives. 

What s$tation on earth can attach /equal responsibility as 
that of a minister of the Gospel ? He 1s not indeed called to 
manage the intricate affairs of $state, but subjects of infinitely 
greater moment call for his fidelity. 'To $peak on God's behalf 
to guilty men, and to treat with them on the concerns of eterni- 
ty, must be solemn indeed. Who, that feels the importance of 
it, but will exclaim with the apostle, « Who is sufficient for 
these things ?” | 
& It is to be feared that many run before they are sent, and, like 
# other professional men, choose the ministry merely from motives 
of interest or honour. A profession, assumed on this ground, will 
be readily abandoned, whenever better prospects open from any 
other quarter. But he whom « Christ has counted faithful, put- 
ting him into the ministry,” will not dare to relinquish the work, 
until released by Providence. Nor indeed would he wish to be 
released. It is his meat and drink to do the will of his divine 
Master, and to finish the work which he has given him to do. 
He is anxious only to be useful while he lives, $0 that he may 
&« finish his course with joy.” 

Pleasant and delightful as is the. work of the Christian minis- 
try, it is nevertheless attended with many difficulties and trials. 
But we proceed, 

IH. To $show, that the prospect of finishing ht ceurre with foy 
will animate the faithful servant of Christ to go cheerfully 
through every scene of trial and suffering. 


* 1 Cor. xiv. 29. 
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But what are the trials and difficulties, which a minister 0-4ut 
calculate upon having to encounter, in the discharge of his. ; 
cred office ? They are of different kinds, and arise from difthr- 
ent quarters. He may have trials from himself, from his breth- 
ren, or from the. world. #5: 

If he be a man of experimental religion, he will often « gregin 
being burthened” with his 2w- heart, Graceless ministers knw 
nothing of |these «ad changes,” and usually laugh at them i in 
others. But how distressing for a good man to attempt to pg 
of the great things of God and eternity with a cold, unfeeliag 
heart! Ordinary Christians, when they feel little,| say lit? 3 
when they feel nothing, they can keep silence : but it is expsct= 
ed that a minister will preach at all times, whether his wa li 
in tune, or is hung on the willows. 

The want of success, also, has often been very trying te. A 
good minister. 'The language of his desponding heart is, W!jo 
hath believed our report, and to whom hath the arm of the Le 
been revealed ?” Surely «I labour in vain, and spend my streng;h 
for nought.” «< He goes forth weeping, bearing precious seed;” þ 
but for a long time, perhaps, he returns without © bringing t('s 
Sheaves with him.” This is truly painful and dixcouragigj:. 
The want of success is also sometimes followed by severe doubjs 
and trials respecting his Call to the work. On this ground, manz 
good man has been $strongly tempted to give over preaching, agz1 
to resolve with the desponding prophet, «I will, not make meif- 
tion of him, nor speak any more in his name, but,” when abe6\t 
to make this determination, « his wore was in my heart like: i 
fire thut up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing.”* # 

Nor is it uncommon for ministers to be greatly tried witk 
some of their brethren. "There are usually in churches men of tis; 
most every temper and disposition £ some gentle, and some fres: 
| ward; £ome inactive, and some headstrong ; some, who modeſ;- 
ly keep back from duty, and others, who, like Diatrephes, love: Fi 
have the pre-eminence. It will require all his «kill, and, probablz: 1 
all his patience to live in peace with them, and keep a good C08. 


Science towards God and towards man. : 44 
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He may also be greatly tried from the apostasy of some of his 
brethrenz some too, who were once dear to him as the strings 
that twine about his heart, These may relapse into cn, or may 
Some way walk disorderly, and he © have occasion to weep over 
many that have fallen.” When called to administer. discipline 
to such, it is $ometimes the case, that their carnal hearts rise 1n 
opposition, and, misconstruing all his motives, they may load his 
character with the vilest reproach. Could you know the lan- 
guage of his heart on such an occasion, you would hear him say- 
ing, « It was not an enemy that reproached me; then 1 could 
have borne it ; but it was thou, a man mine equal, my guide, 
and nine acquaintance; we took sweet counsel together, and 
walked unto the house of God in company.” 

From the world also, he may experience some very unkind 
treatment. His faithfulness may offend some of his hearers, on 
whose friendship he calculated, so that they may become his bit- 
terest enemies. The Bible contains some doctrines, which can 
never be palatable to the unrenewed heart. 'The faichful min- 
ister knows this, but he dares not shun to declare the whole 
counsel of God, 

Ministers are $ometimes tried by their worldly hearers in 
another way. They may have reason to fear, that Some of them 
are living in the indulgence of some sinful course, which must 
bring them to inevitable ruia. And yet they are $0 very com- 
plai-ant and kind, that they hardly know which way to reprove 
them. If they publickly censure such vices, they will most prob- 
ably be accused of being pointed and personal. It they reprove 
them privately, they are 2lmost sure to feel the weight of their 
reSentment. 

Herod, for a time, had-a very exalted opinion of John the 
Baptist 3 © he heard him gladly,” and greatly revered his upright- 
ness and purity of character. But when John reproved him for 
living in adultery with his brother's wite, he imprisoned him, 
and, when urged by Herodias, he $sent and beheaded him. 
Here was the end of his pretended friendship.* 


. _ 
* Mark vi. 2,27, 
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The apostle in the text, undoubtedly had reference to tha :zer- 
secution he was about to experience from his countrymer; the 
Jews. * And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto }iru- 
Salem, not knowing the things that shall befal me there *Fave 
that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, raying that nds 
and afflictions abide me.” But $uch was the joy that wih tet 
before him in fulfilling his ministry, ws he could cheey;/zlly 
Say, « None of these things move me.” ” Pf 

The $ame glorious prospect opens before the ministes;. of 
Christ in every age. Like this great apostle, they are eſten 
looking forward to the end of their course, when ey *hat'be 
called to give up their final account. 

How blessed, my brethren, to finish our course with : ; 
How animating the prospect of meeting the final plaudit of yur 
Judge ! y $: 
We hasten now to close with a few words of Address.;* 


pa 


TO THE CANDIDATE» 


My dear young | Brother, 

You are this day to take the oversight of this flock of * Fur 
Lord as an under shepherd. Hoping, as we do, that you kzve 
received your ministry of the Lord Jesus, it 15 in our heark{' to 
encourage you with all fidelity to discharge its arduous dut42s. 
Your work lies plain before you. Go then, and ** textify/fhe 
Gospel of the grace of God.” Exhibit to the view of yeur 
hearers the true character of God our Saviour, as |declaregyin 


the holy scriptures. d af 

You will endeavour to lead them to contemplate his incar}ia- 
tion, his holy life, his benevolent and miraculous works, his+ 5m- 
paralleled sufferings, and final exaltation. You will lead thim 
to fix all their hopes of pardon on his atonement. L 

You will als manifest a becoming concern for. the salvatihn 
of such of your hearers, as have never known the truth. Yu 
will hence oftgn remind them, that « God $0 loved the wotzd, 


that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth.Hn 
him should not perish, but have everlasting 'life.” 'Fell thefa, 
faithfully and feelingly,the danger of neglecting this great ralvaths1; 
Y 


4 a4” 5” FU "Y 4 
< ; A 6 * a4 
<C -% 3-4,--« - 4 


20 


that ©« he, that believeth not the Son, $shall not see life, but the 
wrath of God abideth on him.” 

You will endeavour, my brother, to feed the sheep and lambs 
of Christ. They are dear to him, they must consequently be 
dear to you. Encourage the doubtful and | timid, support the 
feeble, reclaim the wandering, and reprove the obstinate. Prove 
your loye to your people by your faithfulness to their souls. 

You are called, my brother, to occupy a $tation, which has, 
for many years, been filled with men of eminence, with breth- 
ren, whose praise 1s $till in all our churches, The present $0- 
lemnities bring afresh to our recollection their labours, their 
counsels, their friendship. But they are gone, and we $hall en» 
joy them no more. on earth! May you gather up their © fallen 
mantles,” and when you are.called to the « banks of Jordan,” and 
on all other occasions, may a double portion of their $pirit rest 
on you. © | 

It is not my intention to deliver a particular charge to you, as 
that part of the present service is allotted to another brother. I 
will therefore only add, you have, I presume, our best, our un- 
divided wishes for your ministerial prosperity ; that you may be 
indulged with a long and successful ministry, and, having been 
happily instrumental in turning many to righteousness, may 
Shine as a Star forever and ever in the kingdom of glory. 


To this CHURCH of our LokD, and to the SocteTy connected 
with them, we tender our affectionate congratulations. We 
Sincerely wish your union, establishment, and prosperity in the 
truth. We assure you, brethren, we have not been indifferent 
spectators of the scenes through which you have been passing. 
Whatever relates to this ancient Church,* excites an interest in 
all her younger sisters. 


* This Church was first gathered in Charlestown, May 28, 1665. Built a 
House tor publick worship in Boston in, 1678. Rebuilt in 1771, Enlarged in 
21791 to its present dimensions, which are 77 feet by 57. 

The following ministers were successively the Pastors of this Church .— 
Tromas GouLD, I:aac Huii, Join Russtit, Joun EMalit x 
ELLis CALLENDER, ELisHA CALLENDER, JEREMIAH Conor, 
DAMUEL STILLMAN, JosEPH CLAY. 


Benedict's Hist. American Bafitists, Vol. I, ji. 397401, 
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We most devoutly pray that the union, now forming bet#1en 
you and your Pastor, may prove mutually interesting|to you beth. 
His youth and inexperience have powerful claims upon your e49- 
dour and indulgence,” You have been accustomed to sit un jer 
the ministry of men, who might be deemed « fathers ;”* mt9, 
who had reached the meridian of life. Remember; they witte 
once young and inexperienced themselves, If the man of yt: Ar 
choice cannot be viewed as a father in the church, you will ty 
ceive him as an instructor,* and «let no man despise. his youtlr,” 
guffer me, brethren, to exhort you to see « that you receive hin 
m the Lord as becometh ney, and that you asist him in whit- 
s0ever he hath need of you.” Attend constantly and CONSCIR - 
tiously on his ministry ; and on all occasions manifest your kifh)- 
ness and tenderness towards him, £0 « that he may be with y: bu 
without fear.” And may God Almighty bless you and build yl 
up in your most holy faith ; and may the Gospel, which may he 
be dispensed, be attended with the power of the Holy Choelfo Ty 
the conyersion and comfort of many, very many precici's 
Souls. by 

To conclude—We, who are here assembled to-day, $hall: Sy 
finish our course in a little time. O! that it may be with jo. Fe 
How much longer those of us, who are placed on the walls: {if 
Zion as watchmen, $hall be continued to blow the trumpet, n 
you to hear, is known only to Him who can explore farurih 
An unusual number of ministers have lately, and some very «ut 
denly, been removed. The remains of one of our dear brethrifa 
are but just cold !+' Another finished his course since the con 
mencement of the present month !t and the person who now ac 
dresses you, has of late been most solemnly admonished that thy 
is not his home. TI think it meet therefore, while I am 1n this 
tabernacle, to put you in remembrance of these things. ﬀ> 

When I cast my eyes over this crowded and $solemn assembby, | 
and notice persons of every age and description, it leads nt 


| thoughts onward to that important hour, when, summoned by 


;% 

< ty 
1 Cor. 1v. 15. | 

p 


tRev. Thomas WATERMAN died March 23, suddenly. 
+ Rey, Carter Brood diced March 6, after a ſew days? ilIncss, 
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the archangel's trump, we $hall mingle with an assembled uni- 
verse to receive our final destiny; then to enter on joys that 
will always last, or sink in regions of interminable wo | 

You have opportunity, my precious friends, from time to time, 
to hear the Gospel of the grace of God dispensed in the most 
plain and affectionate manner, If you believe and obey it, you 
will be forever happy ; but if you remain impenitent, and die 
unreconciled to God, your misery will be indescribably great. 
May the Lord pity your precious souls, and bring you Ml to know 
and love him, for the Redeemer's sake. Amen. 
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RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP, a 


By the Rev. LUCIUS BOLLES, 4. xc. af Salem, 


IVE _uOREE = ap 8 wp toy (9 ef 
\\ 


MEN are accustomed to combine their efforts to 

»— 06-098 their purposes. In aid of arts and sciences, an&of 
more humble purposes, societies are formed, and by such ut&on 
of counsel and energies, the best effects are produced. And 
Shall men unite with a pledge of mutual friendsbip, to acciyn- 
piish objects, the results of which are confined to time; and $3all 
not the disciples of Christ co-operate in the work of alv$i4n, 
in which they are fellow-heirs, and anticipate an eternal rey BY ? 

It is $witable that those, who are born not of blood, non. f. 

will of the flech, nor of the will of man, but of God, houldYore 
fellowship one with another in the truth. Al/ye are BRETR&W, 
and $so have I called you, said the Saviour. The bonner, ior 
which you are enlisted ; the conflict, in which you are requirc;to 


contend; the tveaponr, which you are at liberty to employF$ 3d 
the animating asmurances, by which your copenes sh! te 
$trengthened and confirmed to the end, are the same. } ge 


therefore perfectly joined together in the came mind and in the ithie 
| ; $4 
If such be the duty of the whole family of believers, it, is\ xe 
obviously essential to the Ministers of our holy religion. * iy 
are represented as necessary to each other and to the perfei 19g 
of the saints. And although they possess gifts, differing in;* U: 
grade, and importance to the church, the head with the GH 
propriety, might say to either of the members of the bag %,. 1 
have no need of thee, as that one Messenger of the Cross sþ =21d 
$ay to another, I have no need of thee. They are joint lab$ F= 
ers in the vineyard of Christ ; and however distant the sceÞcof 


their operations, their fellowship with the Father and the So _ | 


judg ment. 


* The Committee cf the First Baptist Church and Scciety regret iS | 
not in their power to publigh the CHARGE als, which was deliveret{' $7 Mh 
much solemnity by the Rev. STEPHEN Gano, of Providence. The Lia 
quested a copy ; but it having been delivered extempore, without t } 
pectation of its publication, the Rev. Author has declined to fatnialy in 
the press, k 
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one with another still subsists. As a token of this affection, the 

' brethren have successively given to those who were cansecrated 
to the work of the Ministry, the right hand. In behalt of this 
Council, I present to you, my brother, a similar pledge. Accept 
this hand, with an assurance of our most cordial friendship. A 
friendship, founded in the conviction of the integrity of your 
heart and the correctness of your principles. . Its perpetuity de- 
pends on the mutual discharge of all those kind offices, which 
circumstances in our private or publick lite may render obliga- 
tory. On our part, we $hall cheerfully afford you such counsel 
and assistance as we may be able, and hope to receive the same 
from you. 

It is doubtless a $atisfaction to you to receive the tellowship 
of your brethren in the Ministry, in the important work to which 
you are now $et apart. -But their friendship will be unavalling, 
except you $hare the benediction of Christ. His favour is life, 
and will ensure a blessing upon your labours. He can give effect 
to the word you may deliver. He can give you souls for your 
hire and seals to your ministry, and hereafter bestow upon you a 
crown of righteousness which fadeth not away. To him and 
the word of his grace we affectionately commend you, 

I cannot deny myself the satisfaction of congratulating this 
Church and Society on this interesting occasjon. I have been 
with you in the days of your prosperity ; I have accompanied 
you to this house of worship, and sat down with you under the 
banner of divine love, and the fruits of the sanctuary have been 
Sweet to our taste. Since that time, you haye passed through 
Scenes of sorrow and darkness. Is the Sun of Righteousness 
about to arise upon you, and dispel the gloom ? Do not the inti- 
mations of Providence suggest this ? You this day recognize a 
Messenger of the Cross as your Pastor. By him, may you be 
led into the wide and variegated fields of truth, and to the wells 
of salvation, and the days of your prosperity be more than the 
days wherein you have seen evil. 

And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word 
of his grace, which js able to build you up, and to give you an 
inheritance among all them which are $sanctified. 
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